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*'The proposed solution for the main linguistic
problem of India is therefore this : the national
language of India should be a simplified Hindi or
Hindustani written in a modified Roman alphabet
arranged lke the Nagri alphabet, retaining all
naruralised Persian and Arabic words and admitting
fresh vocables from those sources in specific Islamic
contexts, but with a frank aftliation to Sanskrit for
necessary words which cannot be created out of
native Hindi elements or conveniently horrowed
from English.”[ ‘Languages and the Linguistic Problem®
by Dr. S, K. Chattreji, p. 31. ]
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* “But sentiment against a fresh, foreign alphabet
may be too strong, at least for some time. Failing the
Roman script the next best solution for a pan Indian
Hindustani would be the Nagri as the most widely
used script of India”

(ﬁmfaﬁ%t‘aﬂﬁq\é& wm ¥ 5@ fex @1 ¥ wfew)
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T **Although High-Hindi uses freely all naturalised
Perso-Arabic words, Urdu generally behaves.as if
Sanskrit, its own grand-mother or grand-aunt and
one of the three great languages of the ancient
world with original literatures (Sanskrit, Greek and
Chinese), did not exist in India.” [Languages and
the Linguistic Problem, p. 29] ‘

T"It would be difficult to persuade the entire
Indian people to accept a language which ignores

Sanskrit and goes to Persia and Arabia for its words
of higher culture.” '
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“The Perso~Arabic script, in which Urdu is written,
is a very imperfect system of writing when used for
a non-Arab language. Absence of proper indica~
tion of short vowels, paucity of necessary vowel
letters, mere dots as the most important part of a
number of consonant letters, and frequent ligatures
of contracted letters—these are its great drawbacks.
Arabic (and Persian) calligraphy in its various styles
has no doubt a beauty of its own, but the script
cannot be read fluently unless one knows the lang-
uage well: bnd does duty for band, bend, bond and
buni and sld for sold, solid, salad, slid. sullied. leav-
ing the reader to tind out the proper word from the
context.”

¥ wa F gt zF oMl 3 € Brex X E, 7a @ G
g¥ o7 -fald 3 fma § =8 YR w1 fegead sum
g9 917 &1 FA9 qATQ o 6 3T -fafy arew ©F @ awdm
weit &% #41 gafk €l If> wzdl wg-fafr & P
wit fa@y ¥— It looks like shorthand writing—-it is a
quick hand, but sometimes very difficult to decipher.
The dots and the cuctailed forms of the letters are

not good for the eye. The alphabet is foreign to
India, and the major community in India.
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cahnot be expected to feel very enthusiastic about
it, Qutside of Urdu, Sindhi and Kashmiri, Indian
’ Musims do not use it either for their mother-tongues.
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* ‘Tamil has preserved the old Dravidian charac-
ter best, in roots and in words, but all these four
freely go to the Aryan Sanskrit, the classic and
religious language ot India, for words of higher
¢ulture. Their Sanskrit vocabulary furnishes these
Dravidian speeches with a manifest common plat-
form with all the great literary languages of the

porth, excepting Urdu
. +“Kashmiri is a Dardic speech profoundly in-
ﬂuenced by Indo-Aryan and Sanskrit,”—Dr. chatterij

( 3feq wﬁﬁue ¥, 38 (3) )
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* “Punjabi is akin to to its sister Hmm, bor:
being derived from the Sanskric and the Prakzrt.”
( gfag ofifars v. 3@ () )
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* *Yet such is the marvellous continuity between
the past and the present in India, that in spite of
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repeated social convulsions, religious reformsand
foreign invasions, Sanskrit may be said to be still the
only language that is spoken over the whole extent
of that vast country, Even at the present moment,
after a century of English rule and English teaching,
I believe that Sanskrit is more widely understood in
Indiz than Latin was in Europe at the time of
Dante.'—'Prof. Max Muller in Indiat What can it

teach us ?
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“The Turki Muslim court .and its entourage
at Delhi used (when they did not speak Persian
or Turki) the local dialect of Delhi, which
happened to agree with the Panjabi dialects in
some import.nt matters. In this way, the
speech of Delhi, with a certain amount of in-
fluence from the Panjab dialects, developed
into a language of some importance. Persian
words naturally began to have a place init,
though at first there was no conscious attempt
to Pesianise the Indian language. At first
there was no literary cultivation of it.”

“North Indian Muslims speaking Panjabi
and other dialects began to settle in the Deccan
as a ruling class from the 14th century on-
wards, and at Golconda and Bijapur and else-
where they developed a literary language (16th
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century), independently of north India, using
as its basis Panjabi and other dialects running
close to the speech of Delhi. This came to
be known as Dakans or Dokniy the Deccan
or Southern.speech, which was thus a colonsal
Speech set up'as a literary- language. From
the beginning, it employed the Persian. script,:
and its vocabulary, at first purely Indian (verna-
cular Hindi ‘and Punjabi, and Sanskrit), gra-
dually became more and more Persianized.
Dakni slow[y took Persian literature as its
model, both in subject-matter and style. To-
wards the end of the 17th century, the example
of this Dakni speech reacted on the language
of Delhi. The Delhj speech, equally with
Braj-bhakha and other north Indian dialects,
was called, in a general way, from the days of
the first Turki conquerors of India using Per-
sian, the Hindi or ‘Indian’ speech, or Hindawi

or Hindws: i, e. ‘the Hindu speech’.  When
it was taken to the Deccan by the Mogul ar-
mies in the 17th century, it acquired the name
of. Zabon-e-Urdu-e-Mualla, ‘the language of
the exalted camp’ or ‘court,y which in the
sécond half of the 18th century became shor-
tened to Zaban-eUrdu, and simply Uprdu.
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North Indian Muslims discovered the possibi-
lities of this Delhi speech by emulating Dakni,
and Urdu as a language for literary purposes
then came into being in the 18th century.
It is thus an Indian speech using the
Persian script, preferring a Persianized voca
bulary  and seeking inspiration from
Persian literature and the atmosphere of Isla-
mic faith and culture. The Moguls had up to-
this time cultivated and encouraged Braj
bhakhu, although latierly thev spoke the Delhi
speech. In Persianizing the vocabulary of
this Delhi speech, foreign Muslims tooka
leading part in the second half of the 18th cen
tury. Quite a movement was started to restrict
its native Hindi and Sanskrit words With
this orientation, Urdu came to be established
as the ‘Muslim’ form of a Western Hindi
speech. It was a necessary cultural and spiri-
tual compensation for the loss of Muslim
political power in the 18th-19th centuries
through the rise of the Marathes. the Sikhs and
the British. North Indian Urdu has now
ousted Dakni, and is used by the Muslim ruling
class in Hyderabad State, which has become
an active patron of it”,
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“The Hindus of the Western Hindi districts
and elsewhere were familiar with the Delhi
speech, and when they took to writing in it
they maintained the natural leaning for its
native Hindi and Sanskrit words, and employed
the natine Indian Nagri script. In their hands
this Hindu form became what may be called
Nagari-Hindi, or High. Hindi (to give its
familiar name in English), also during the
second half  of the I8th century. The old
name Hindi or Hindwi, latterly only Hinds,
came to be restricted to this Hindu from of the
language.” .

“Like almost all New Indo-Aryan speeches,
Hindi or Hindustani is a borrowing speech,
not so much a duilding one. Sanskrit is its
natural source for borrowing, as much as Latin-
is for French and Italian. But the Muslims of
foreign origin, with the conquistador spirit,
had no knowledge of or use for Sanskrit, and
Persian was for them the familiar Islamic
speech with its plethora of Arabic words and-
its Arabic script. Muslims of Indian origin
also took up this ideal, particularly in the
centres of Muslim power and culture; but they
did so after some centuries of hesitation. It
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was not so easy to adopt a foreign orientation
so quickly. A few Hindus connected with the
Muslim courts also accepted (at first in their
official life) this new tradition.”

“In this way, out of the same language grew
two literarv speeches, alien to each otherin
script and in  higher vocabulary: and they
started their rival careers assoon as they
developed . prose literatures, under English
anspices in Calcutta from the very first decade
of the 19th century, and began to be employed
in schools and in public life.”
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. *'The proposed -solution for the main linguistic
problem of India is therefore this : the national
language of India should be a simplified Hindi or
Hindustani written in a modified Roman alphabet
_ arranged " like the Nagri alphabet, retaining all
naturalised Persian and Arabic words and admitting
fresh vocables from those sources in specific Islamic
contexts, but with a frank affliation to Sanskrit for
necessary words which cannot be created out of
native Hindi elements or conveniently borrowed
from English."| ‘Languages and the Linguistic Problem’
by Dr S. K Chattteﬁ, p 31 ]
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* “But sentiment against a fresh, foreign alphabet
may be too strong, at least for some time. Failing the
Roman script the next best solution for a pan Indian
Hindustani would be the Nagri as the most widely
used script of India”

( o Fafr & Frer § R a B g@ R 0 &= 300)
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* Although High-Hindi uses freely all naruralised
Perso-Arabic words, Urdu generally behaves as if
Sanskrit, its own grand“mother or grand-aunt and
one of the three great languages of the ancient
world with original literatures {(Sanskrits; Greek and
Chinese), did not exist in India.” [Languages and
the Linguistic Problem, p. 29]

‘ { It would be difficult to persuade the entire
Indian people to accept a language which ignores

Sanskrit and goes to Persia and Arabia for its words
of higher culture.”
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